Talking about Reading

Offer your own personal responses and speculate aloud
· Encourage children to share their responses, even if they differ from yours

· Show that you are really interested in their views

· Avoid inquisitions or lectures – real discussion happens most naturally around rich, many-layered texts where there is plenty to argue about

· Challenge children to justify their opinions by reference to the text

· Make connections between reading and writing – talk about how texts are constructed

· Use specialist terminology to provide a language for talking about literature

Use questions and statements which are exploratory in tone

· What makes you think that?

· What do you think?

· What words give you that impression? How can you tell that?

· How do you feel about?

· Can you explain why? Can you tell me more?

· Do you like the bit where...?

· I wonder if ...? I wonder why...? 

· Is there anything which puzzles you?

· I’m not sure what I think about... I wonder what the writer intended?

· What’s the effect (of a technique/language choice) on the reader? (How does it make you think or feel/what do you picture in your mind?)

· This bit reminds me of...

· Are there any patterns you notice? (familiar story structure, images)

· I wonder why the writer has decided to...?
· What were the stages of? (e.g. a character’s changing feelings)

· What evidence can you find to support...? (Is the evidence reliable e.g. in a non-fiction text?) 

· How would you feel if...?

· Can you say a little more about?

· What would happen if?

