Meeting of the Friends of St. Joseph’s 8th November 2010 
1. Finance Report. The treasurer was unfortunately unable to attend. The finance report will be made available in conjunction with the minutes at a later date.

2. Class representative photographs. Photographs of the class representatives are to be taken on Ladies Night and subsequently displayed on a FoSJ noticeboard. Following the refurbishment of the school office/entrance area, the positioning of this is still not decided, although it was suggested that perhaps the FoSJ could have a noticeboard on the outside of the office between the office and Headmistress’s windows.

3. Updates on events for this coming term

a. Ladies Night (12th November). Tickets are now on sale via the office or class representatives. On the door there is to be a sheet of paper on which people can write their e-mail addresses, should they wish to receive updates/ minutes from the FoSJ. The hall will be available for set-up from 5.30pm. Some stall holders are expected from 6pm. Unfortunately ‘Revive’ has had to cancel.

b. Skye Cycle. Fewer bags were collected today than on previous dates. It is suggested that next time a midweek day is chosen and that donations will be accepted over a two day period, in case people forget initially.

c. Christmas disco (Friday 3rd December). £2 to include entrance, glow-stick, crisps, a drink and a packet of sweets on the way out. A rota for helping on the night needs to go up. Sweet purchases have been arranged (189 children in school). Whether there are enough glow-sticks needs to be followed up as some leaked last time.

d. Christmas cards/Calico bags. Neither are to be arranged for this year. The plan is to register early for Christmas cards next year as this is when the better deals are to be had.

e. Parish Christmas Fayre, 1-4pm 27th November 2010. FoSJ is to organise the café. A rota will need to go up for help on the day, a request for donations of mince pies, biscuits, cakes etc. will need to go out through school. A coffee machine is to be borrowed. Mulled wine and hot dogs may also be served.

4. Forthcoming events for the rest of the school year

a. Quiz night, 11th March 2011. This will be discussed further in the January meeting. The date and a request for question topics is to be put out in the school newsletter.

b. Auction of Promises, 11th June 2011. Neither of the two main organisers of this were present to update the meeting.

c. Fathers’ and Mothers’ day stalls. A request for any unwanted Christmas presents is to go out in the school newsletter in the New Year. The organiser of the Mothers’ Day stall last year is to be contacted to confirm that they are also happy to do it in the coming year.
d. Spring/Summer disco. This is to be discussed when the treasurer can be present.

e. Sponsored event, week beginning 7th February 2011. ‘How many items can be fitted into a raisin box?’. It is suggested that each entrant is to list the items they have placed in, to ease the task of judging.

f. Skye Cycle, spring. See 3b.

g. Summer event, 2nd July 2011. Unfortunately the main organiser was not present to update the meeting. It was commented that there are a lot of events planned for this period. A working party needs to be organised.

5. Any Other Business

a. Fundraising for the stage. Funds are now present to enable the fold-away stage to at last be purchased! It is hoped that this will be available in time for this year’s Christmas productions.

b. Suggestions /requests for future FoSJ monies:

i. Gardening club, help towards the cost of bulbs etc. would be appreciated. Requested in the region of £50

ii. Netball team kit. This will be discussed further when the outcome of the possible P.E. kit revamp is known.

iii. New Guided Reading Scheme. This could be in the order of approximately £5000

iv. New P.E. Equipment for the hall. Although to refurbish all the equipment would be very costly, perhaps the FoSJ could raise funds for one specific item? E.g. mats, climbing frame.

v. Additional laptop trolleys

vi. Outdoor gym equipment. Individual pieces cost upwards of £500

vii. Additional adventure playground equipment
c. Potential sources of funding:

i. Waitrose. Applications can be made by groups once a year.

ii. Otley Council Grant. Provide funding up to approximately £500. An application is to be made, gym equipment.

d. Other fundraising ideas:

i. Having a 2p Tuesday, or 5p Friday. When children bring in all their, for instance, 2p’s on a Tuesday. It was decided that this would be a good format to raise money for a particular appeal e.g. to help natural disaster victims.

ii. Orienteering on the Chevin. This has apparently been a successful fundraiser for another local school. Perhaps there could be individuals stationed at each site to stamp sheets.

iii. Scavenger hunt, also successful for other schools, in this format it has involved local shops putting up pictures in their windows for the children to find. It was suggested that some shops might perhaps pay to have a sign up as it would attract business e.g. a sweet shop.
6. Date of next meeting, Thursday 13th January 8pm. This will need to be in a classroom as the hall and staffroom are already booked out for that evening.
