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16th September 2011

Dear Parents,

Welcome back to a brand new year at St. Joseph’s. I hope you have had a lovely summer and that the children are ready to go, on what will be a roller coaster ride of a year!

I will be in the classroom on Mondays to Thursdays, with Miss. Walsh teaching the children on a Friday whilst I catch up with my paperwork!! 

RE focusses on The Kingdom of God, reflecting and responding to our invitation to the Kingdom and thinking carefully about the words and actions necessary to show commitment to the Kingdom. We will also be taking part in Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament in Church on the first Friday of each month, as well as our class mass on the 13th October.

In Literacy, this half term, we will be writing story settings and short stories as well as having a go at producing a website! The children will read to me and Mrs. Condliffe on a daily or weekly basis, depending on their confidence. Again, some children will be bringing reading books home – please ensure they note down their reading nightly in their homework planners. The children will also have weekly spellings on Fridays, with Miss. Walsh and will get homework from me every Thursday, to be handed in by the following Tuesday.

In Year 6 we focus on the 4 calculations at the start of the year to ensure the children have a firm base to attack the tricky Y6 & Y7 objectives. We begin with Addition and Subtraction before having a look at Multiplication. It is VITAL that the children have a good knowledge of tables all the way up to 12 x 12 – we play lots of tables games in the classroom so the children need to be quick if they can! As with Literacy, homework will come home on Thursday and needs to come back to school on Tuesdays.

The PHSE topic is on New Beginnings, fitting in with Y6 leading their buddies in their new start at school. ICT sees us dabbling with traffic lights -  in safe conditions of course!
We will be honing our athletics and ball skills in our PE lessons on Tuesdays and Fridays – please make sure the children remember their kit and trainers! We cannot allow children to take part in these lively activities if they do not have the correct footwear as inappropriate footwear can cause injuries.

In IPC we have been looking at how our brain works and how we all learn in different ways. Following on from that we are looking at Artists’ Impressions of the World, including how the ‘impressionists’ saw the world, how art can mean different things to different people and how ‘pop artists’ used everyday objects in their work.  In Music we’ll be finding out how to compose impressionist music and how to make a listening collage. We’ll also be finding out how different art forms and different cultures and countries influence each other. 

We will hope to hold an exhibition of our art work towards the end of the topic as well as visiting a gallery – please keep an eye out for letters later in the term.

The homework planners will have comments written by me each Friday – please read and sign over the weekend .It is really helpful for me to know that you know how your child is getting on week in, week out.
Mrs. Condliffe, Miss. Walsh and I hope you and your child enjoy the year ahead. It is an important year academically, but we will strive to ensure they love Year 6 and grow both spiritually and socially. Your support, as always, is greatly appreciated.

If you have any queries, please pop in to see me after school or put a note in the homework diaries.

Best wishes,

Mr. S. Gallacher

Y6 Classteacher

Deputy Head
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