ST. JOSEPH’S R.C. PRIMARY SCHOOL, OTLEY 

HOMEWORK POLICY

ETHOS STATEMENT

The School was founded by and is part of the Catholic Church.  The School is to be conducted as a Catholic School in accordance with the canon law and teachings of the Catholic Church and in accordance with the Trust Deed of the Diocese of Leeds in particular:

1. Religious education is to be in accordance with the teachings, doctrines, discipline and general and particular norms of the Catholic Church;

2. Religious worship is to be in accordance with the teachings, doctrines, discipline and liturgical norms of the Catholic Church;

And at all times the school is to serve as witness to the Catholic faith in our Lord Jesus Christ.

MISSION STATEMENT

This school exists for its pupils – to help their spiritual, mental, emotional, physical and social development.

This Catholic School is to provide an education, which has Christ at its centre.

At St. Joseph’s, we believe that homework can make an important contribution to pupils’ progress at school.  Opportunities will be given for all children to receive meaningful homework.

THE PURPOSE OF HOMEWORK IS TO:

a) develop effective partnership between home and school

b) consolidate and reinforce skills and understanding especially in literacy and numeracy

c) utilise facilities and resources for learning

d) extend school learning e.g. by reading widely

e) encourage independent learning as children get older

TYPES AND AMOUNT OF HOMEWORK

The type and amount of homework will alter as children get older.  The emphasis at FS and KS1, (Year 1 and Year 2) will be literacy and numeracy, whilst Science and other curriculum areas will be added as children move up the school.

Regular phonic work and reading is vital at FS and KS1, and parents are encouraged to read regularly with their children, looking at books together.  Reading practice and listening to others reading should continue throughout the school for at least 10 to 20 minutes a day. ( which may be part of the homework schedule or additional to it).

Other literacy related homework will include spellings and practising correct punctuation.  In numeracy children will be set number games and tasks, with more formal exercises for  older children.

KS2 pupils will be set home work which is increasingly demanding and may include:

a) researching information

b) reading in preparation for lessons

c) preparing oral presentations

d) more traditional written assignments

TIME ALLOCATION FOR HOMEWORK

It is expected that time allocation for homework will be as follows:

Reception      1 Hour per week (phonic and reading activities)

Years 1 & 2   1 hour per week ( Reading, spelling, other literacy work and number and on occasions, topic related work)

Years 3 & 4   1 and a half hours per week (as above plus other occasional assignments in      other subjects)

Years 5 & 6   30 minutes a day (Continues emphasis on literacy and numeracy, but also

                      ranging throughout the curriculum).

SPECIAL EDUCATIONAL NEEDS 

Children with special educational needs may benefit from special tasks separate from the homework set for the other children the class, but as far as possible will do as much in common with other children, differentiated accordingly.

PLANNING AND CO-ORDINATION OF TASKS

The Class Teacher will ensure that the demands of homework are manageable for pupils and parents on a day to day basis. Homework will be differentiated for children with SEN and for the more able.

A regular pattern for homework will be set so that pupils and parents will be aware of what is expected of them.

THE ROLE OF PARENTS IN SUPPORTING PUPILS

Parents are encouraged to:

a) provide a reasonably peaceful, suitable place in which pupils can do their homework

b) make it clear to pupils that they value homework

c) encourage pupils and to give praise on completion of homework

d) become actively involved in joint homework activities with children

FEEDBACK ON HOMEWORK

Children will often receive immediate feedback from their parents on what they are doing.  For work done independently, appropriate feedback will be given as quickly as possible.  This may be in the form of class work (e.g. discussion on an assignment), tests or individual comments from the teacher.

Reading/Homework diaries are provided in which feedback from parents is welcomed.

MONITORING AND EVALUATING THE HOMEWORK POLICY
The efficiency and effectiveness of the homework policy will be monitored and evaluated.  

This policy acknowledges guidelines offered in:

“Homework: Guidelines for Primary and Secondary Schools”.  DfES  November 1998
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