ST JOSEPH’S CATHOLIC PRIMARY SCHOOL OTLEY
NEWSLETTER

Friday 16th December 2011
SCHOOL CLOSES TODAY AND REOPENS ON TUESDAY 3RD JANUARY

MERRY CHRISTMAS AND A HAPPY NEW YEAR!

The end of a long and hectic term!  Thank-you all for your kindness and support over the last term, it has been great to meet you all at various (and varied) events in and out of school.  The last few weeks have been very special in school, culminating in our nativities, carol concert and final mass of the term.  The children as always have been fantastic – polite, kind, confident and great fun.  The staff have worked really hard to ensure the children have enjoyed their work and their play and have really gone the ‘extra mile’ this week.  As you know Mr Gallacher is going to a new school in January as Acting Headteacher, I’m sure you will join me in wishing him all the best – he will be missed by us all.

Have a lovely Christmas and a happy & healthy 2012.

Cecilia Knight.  

OUR LADY AND ALL SAINTS CHURCH - CHRISTMAS SERVICES
Christmas Vigil Mass – Saturday 24th December @ 6pm and Midnight

Christmas Day Mass – Sunday 25th December @ 10am

Violin Lessons – Please note that the new time for Violin Lessons will be 9.30 – 10.30am and lessons will start back on Tuesday 3rd January.
Volunteers in school
Please note that anyone wishing to volunteer in school MUST have a current CRB (this includes anyone volunteering to accompany school children on local walks, school trips and swimming lessons, etc outside of the school premises).  If you would like to help in this way please call into the office and collect a CRB Application.  We are particularly short of volunteers to help to walk the Year 3 children to swimming on a weekly basis.  Thank you.
Bun Sales – Thank you to everyone who supported our Advent Bun Sales by either baking or buying.  Altogether with your help school have raised a fantastic £388.63!  A cheque for this amount was presented to a representative from Martin House Hospice after Mass this morning.  Thank you all once again for your generosity.
Notification of Absence – Please note that from January school will be contacting parents of children who are absent from school without explanation.  If your child is absent from school on a particular day, please contact the school office to let them know why.  Once the registers are closed at 9.30am any child who is not in school without a reason will be contacted by phone in future.  Thank you.
Authorised Absence
Again, with effect from January school will be adopting a new policy for authorising pupil absences from school.  A letter was sent home earlier this week explaining the changes, please check your child’s bag if you have not seen it yet.  Further copies are also available from the school office.
Pupil Premium – As part of this government initiative, we will receive an extra £488 for each child in our school who is registered as eligible for Free School Meals.  This is based on entitlement so even if your child has a packed lunch, but is entitled to a free meal, the school will benefit financially.  Therefore if you think you are entitled please do apply.  More details and information on how to apply will be sent electronically with the newsletter.
Thank You!  To Reception, Year 1 and Year 2 for their fantastic performances this week – I’m sure that you all agree that they were all brilliant and brought a smile to everyone's faces.  They have worked so hard and we are all very proud. You definitely all deserve a great big pat on the back. Well done!  

ARRIVING AT SCHOOL AFTER THE BELL HAS GONE

We have noticed that there are a number of children who are arriving late to school on a morning.  This may be just a few minutes or in some cases, as much as 30 minutes.  Please could we encourage children to arrive on time into the playground and line up with their class when the bell sounds.  We would like all children to be independent enough to walk sensibly into school with their teachers and prepare for their day.  If children are late, please could they come through the office with their parent/carer signing them into the Late Book.  Arriving after the bell has sounded is disruptive to both the child/ren concerned and the class.  Thank you for your continued co-operation.

And so the time has come to sing 'Stay Awake' for the last time, close our hymn sheets, eat the last of the party sweets, clear up the mess of toy day and settle down to a well-deserved holiday for us all.  The children must be exhausted, having sung or played at the parish party  for the elderley,  the Victorian fayre, a variety of Aged Persons residences, Waitrose, the Courthouse, Ilkley festival, Ashfield school concert, the parish carol concert  and of course, our end of term Mass. All this takes a huge amount of work and the children , as ever, have risen magnificently to the challenge. We, in our St Joseph's family,  have all been given a great deal in the 'lottery of life' and there are very few of our children who have not shown their gratitude by giving somethng back to the community at this season of giving. It is heartening to see the huge number of families who have drastically altered their plans,or in some cases cancelled things so that their children can make a contribution to the community spirit of Otley. Our children have given a great deal of joy to many people this Christmas season, we are all very proud of them and I am sure they will receive the blessings at Christmas that they deserve. I shall pass on a greeeting that I receive in a card from a friend (!) each year: 'May the sounds of Christmas linger in your mind throughout the year'.  God bless, Mrs Heatley
Happy Christmas from

Friends of St Josephs[image: image1.png]



Thank you to everyone who has helped us this term. So far this term we have organised

Childrens Christmas Cards, Skye Cycle, Fabulous Fashion Friday, Christmas School Disco. We have raised over £800 towards our current goal of outdoor gym equipment.

Thank you all for your continued support.

Please come and join us at the next meeting, It will be on Thursday January 19th at 8pm. If you cannot make this or have any ideas for future events please email: claudia.neumeister@btopenworld.com or J.Lay@leeds.ac.uk or seonaiddiamond@msn.com or carmel_gallagher@hotmail.com
Otley Children’s Centre – are hosting a winter event on Tuesday 20th December to get you in the festive mood!  The event will take place in Ashfield Primary School, 1 – 3pm where there will be Christmas Decoration making,  Story Teller, Music Bugs & Refreshments.  £1 entry per family.  For more information please call 01943 467379.
Vacancy -  Ashfield Primary have a vacancy for a Teaching Assistant 26.25 hours per week (8.45am – 3.15p with 1.25 hours for lunch).  Further details and an application form are available from Jo Weatherill at Ashfield School, Weston Lane, Otley, LS21 2DF or weathej01@leedslearning.net. The closing date for applications is 12.00 midday on Wednesday 11th January. 

Year 2 - Congratulations to all the children who did so well in out Christmas Play – ‘Away in a Manger’.  You were brilliant!  Thank you to all the parents for the wonderful costumes and their support.  Thank you also for all the lovely gifts and cards you have given us, you have been very kind and generous.  Year 2 have managed to squeeze some Numeracy in this week and have been practicing our times tables.  The children might want to have a go on www.multiplicationgames.co.uk over the holidays!  We wish all the children & families a very happy Christmas and enjoyable holiday.  Mrs Harvey, Miss Walsh & Mrs Skeoch.
On the golden table this week – Thomas (Y6), Isla (Y5), Theo (Y5) and Andrew (Y1)
