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Friday 10th December 2010
PE KIT
Thank you to the parents who returned the reply slip regarding change of PE kit.  The results were as follows;

1. 31 agree and 5 disagree to a change in kit to green shorts and yellow tee shirt with logo

2. 33 agree and 3 disagree  to option of hooded top and joggers for KS2 (one parent would like it for KS1 too)

3. 27 agree and 9 disagree to start the change over in January 2011

As the majority of respondents are in favour of the change being made, I would like to ask that this begins in January.  Please do not go out and buy new kit until your child has outgrown the current one.  If the changeover could be complete by next September, that would be great.  It can be obtained from JR Sports near the bus station. 

SOCIAL EVENING
In St. Joseph’s School on Saturday 8th January from 7:30pm – music to Sean Gilligan Band – hot supper – tickets £8 will be on sale after all the Masses from next Sunday 12th December.
Double, double toil and trouble; Fire burn, and cauldron bubble! Year 6 have been casting Witches' Spells in Literacy this week, studying the play Macbeth very closely. We will be performing our Witches' Spells for the class on Monday morning - bonus points to anyone bringing in any Witchy outfits to really make the performance go with a bang! In RE we have been thinking about the symbolism of our lovely, handmade Advent Wreath - did you know that the Holly symbolises Jesus' crown of thorns and the berries symbolise His blood? If anyone would like me to get in touch with Santa regarding the naughty or nice list then please put a note in the homework planner. Enjoy your weekend. 
Mr. Gallacher, Mrs. Condliffe and Mrs. Elliott.
In Reception this week we have been very busy practising our singing and acting skills ready for our Christmas production 'Mary's Knitting'. We did some fantastic writing about what we did in the snow over the weekend, it is wonderful to see the children attempting to write the sounds they can hear in words, some of them even managing to write a whole sentence - well done everyone for trying so hard! We are learning our sounds (phonemes) and tricky words really well, this week our sounds are 'ch, sh & th' and our tricky words are 'some & come' Please continue helping your child with these. We look forward to seeing you all at the KS1 production on Tuesday afternoon.  Mrs Dykes, Miss Procter, Mrs Wild &

Miss Latham
RECEPTION CLASS-YEAR 1 & YEAR 2  Christmas performance – have your got your tickets ? available at the school office.

NEWS IN YEAR 1

Some bug has finally got us in Year 1 this week as we have been down on numbers in our normally healthy and full class! We are still working hard to bring you a great extravanganza of a show despite being very tired after a long first full term in Year 1! Last Friday our naughty class Gruffalo snuck out of our room and ran riot through the school. We were quick off the mark to find him posting 'Wanted' posters all over the school. Our excellent descriptions using fantastic adjectives ensured we found him swiftly and no harm was done. We then used our finely tuned describing skills to create our own Gruffalos. If you haven't brought your child's costume in yet we really need it on Monday as it is our dress rehearsal. Many thanks. 

Miss Davis, Mrs Boyce and

Mrs Wilyman.
CHRISTMAS EVE CHILDREN’S MASS
If possible, can all children who are attending the 6pm Christmas Eve Vigil Mass @ Our Lady & All Saints Church dress up in some kind of Nativity Costume ie: Shepherd/Angel etc.  They will be singing ‘Away in a Manger’ in front of the altar after the Mass.  We look forward to seeing as many children there as possible, all in costume.  If you have any queries, please call Beth Street on 07719785986.  Thank you for your support

YEAR 5 Well done to all of the children for a thoughtful class mass on Tuesday. The children read beautifully and sat quietly and respectfully throughout. Many thanks to all of you who came - it was a really great turn out and was great support for the children.  This week we have been continuing our mythological journey through ancient Greece. We have read the myths of Theseus and the Minotaur and The 12 Labours of Hercules, putting together the ingredients for a great myth.  Myself and Miss Togher were so proud of the children at reconciliation on Thursday morning; for the way they sat and used their time to pray and reflect quietly. We were also delighted to see so many Year 5 children at mass on Monday morning; Mrs. Smith was especially pleased. Wouldn't it be great to see even more this Monday morning? Well done Year 5. 
Miss Edwards and Miss Togher
VICTORIAN FAYRE – SUNDAY 12TH DECEMBER 2010
We look forward to seeing as many children as possible in our Carol Singing Choir on Sunday.  We are due to sing at 5pm until 5.20pm at the Christmas Tree in the Market Place.  The children have all been practising the carols in school, ready for a fantastic performance.  We would love to see you all there in Victorian costume, ready to sing.
Year 2: Despite the snow and lots of Play Rehearsals, Year 2 have still been busy practising their 2 times tables.  We enjoyed playing some times tables games on www.miltiplicationgames.com and now we have been using our 2 times table facts to divide by 2!  Thank you to all the parents for sending in costumes for our play; they look wonderful!  Mrs Harvey, Mrs Jamieson, Mrs Skeoch & Mrs Lawson
LEARNING LOGS

As teachers and parents we are striving at St. Joseph’s to enable the children to become independent and life-long learners. To assist in this, we would like to introduce the idea of ‘Learning Logs.’ The children would be given a topic or question for homework to explore in any way they choose. To give parents a flavour of this we intend to display some Learning Logs from other schools on Tuesday afternoon during Reception and KS1 performance. They will also be available in the entrance area next week before and after school if KS2 parents would like to pop in. We feel sure that this is a FUN and Exciting way of learning, promoting creativity, and offering parents the opportunity to share learning with their children, if they wish.  Mrs Smith
‘Performance’ Seniors will be performing ‘Our Nativity’ – a comedy Directed by Lisa Gustafson – this Sunday 12th December in the Courthouse at 5pm – 6.30pm.  Tickets are £6 – Concessions £5.
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DATES OF THE CHRISTMAS SERVICES @ 
OUR LADY AND ALL SAINTS CHURCH
Christmas Vigil Mass – Friday 24th December @ 6pm and Midnight

Christmas Day Mass – Saturday 25th December @ 10am

Sunday Mass as usual – 9.30am and 11.15am
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Sunshine Awards this week went to: 
Y6: Michael Jalowiec, Y5: Maya Lao Y4: Jamie Cottle, 
Y3: Jack Bolton, Y2: Sam Crowther, 
Y1: Patrick Doherty, Rec: Joel Burns

	Saturday 11th December 2010
	11am 
	Year 3 children Reconciliation at Church 

	Saturday 11th December 2010
	2:30pm
	Senior Citizens Christmas party at Clitherow House

	Sunday 12th December 2010
	All day 
	Otley Victorian Fayre

	Tuesday 14th December 2010
	1:30pm
	Reception, Year 1 & 2 Christmas Performance

	Thursday 16th December 2010
	Afternoon 
	Christmas parties 

	Friday 17th December 2010
	3:15pm
	School closes for Christmas holiday 

	Tuesday 4th January 2011
	8.55am
	School reopens 

	Tuesday 25th January 2011
	6pm
	E. Safety for parents in school hall 

	Wednesday 23rd March – Friday 25th March 2011
	
	Y6 Residential to Robinwood

	Friday 1st July 2011
	All day 
	No school staff training day 


