Meeting of Friends of St. Joseph’s 13th January 2011
Please note this is a summary of events and separate discussions relating to the same events have been grouped.
Discussion of Finance Report and Review of Events

1) Staging has now been brought and is in use. FoSJ are contributing £2,500 towards this.

2) Ladies night. 
The profit from this was £361.12, which is substantially down on previous years.  Ticket sales were very low this year and the weather was particularly unfavourable on the night. It was suggested that the event was too close to half term which limited the time available to push ticket sales. ’Shiny Shoes’ which were a new stall in 2010 did particularly well and are keen to come back.   

Suggestions were taken to increase ticket sales next year

· Fashion show. ‘Harriets’ have done these at other schools’ Christmas events and this has gone down well. Concern was raised over available space, however it was agreed that they should be contacted regarding next year.

· A name change for the event. It was suggested that the current name may put some people who have not been before off. This was greeted with a mixed response however if the fashion show were to take place a ‘rebranding’ may work to incorporate this.

3) Sponsored Skydive. FoSJ have received with thanks £82.
4) SkyeCycle £85.20 was raised. It was agreed that the bags need to be collected at school over a couple of days to maximise returns from this. A poster for the children to colour in is to be produced for the next SkyeCycle event. Sam Roberts has kindly agreed to produce this.

5) Christmas disco expenses. As this event was cancelled a £45 deposit was lost. However other expenditures for the evening (e.g. food, glowsticks) are not lost as the items can be used at other events. It was noted that the deposits for future discos are doubled.

6) Caretakers thank you/ Christmas gift. It was agreed that this had been a nice thing to do and to repeat in future years.
7) Parish Christmas Fayre. The FoSJ helped at the Christmas Fayre by running the café for the Parish. Footfall was low this year, unusually severe winter weather is not thought to have helped.
Current and Forthcoming events

1) Bid to Council. A bid for £500 to the council for outdoor PE equipment is in the process of submission. Many thanks to Carmelle Gallagher for preparation of this.

2) Sponsored fill-a-raisin box event. The individuals who suggested this event at the beginning of the academic year are to be contacted. It is scheduled to take place in February, although currently there is doubt as to whether this will happen.
3) Quiz night. March 11th 8pm in school £4 per ticket. Requests for chilli donations will be made nearer the time. Suggestions of question topics are still welcome. It was suggested that a whiskey auction (as held at a previous parish event) might be a good idea.

4) SkyeCycle . To be booked for March 9th. Collections to be brought into school from March 7th.

5) Christmas Disco to be booked for 2nd December 2011.

6) Disco April 1st 2011. Although discussed, it was agreed the format of the disco should remain unaltered. The tuck shop will however be placed at the back of the classroom to aid free movement of children as they come in for their drink and crisps.
7) Mothers’ Day Stall. If convenient with the organiser this will be held on Wednesday 30th March as the following Thursday and Friday other incompatible events are taking place.
8) Fathers’ day stall. Friday 17th June 2011.

9) Summer event 2nd July 2011 5-8pm. Bernadette Boswell has kindly agreed to head this up. Suggestions of activities included; a family quiz (possibly to include a nature trail or ‘close-up’ picture round), an inflatable assault course, a theme, a competition e.g. best decorated ?, largest sunflower
10) Auction of Promises scheduled for June 11th, this was to be a joint venture between the Parish and FoSJ. Since this was initially organised both the parties have less urgent and changed priorities for the revenue. Bearing this in mind, as this event is a huge organisational workload and the date is rapidly approaching it was decided that if all parties agree, this should be postponed until ?October. 
Any Other Business
1) Newsletter. With so many different events and fundraising activities taking place within and through school, it was decided that it would be helpful for the FoSJ to produce a termly newsletter/ calendar of events. Coloured paper to be used. The FoSJ secretary has agreed to produce this. It was discussed that ideally when organising events we need to be mindful of other requests being made to families through the school (e.g. Parish events, appeals, Christmas play costumes, help with parties) at a similar time and if possible avoid these periods for FoSJ appeals. This was met with a very mixed response.   
2) Carnival. Following the ‘retirement’ of our previous years’ very successful organiser and the lack of volunteers subsequently for the role, Seonaid Diamond has very kindly agreed to take charge this year. The theme will be ‘Walking through the Jungle’ and will conveniently recycle some of the hand-made costumes from the previous years. It is hoped that this will substantially ease the workload for organisers. A working group will be set up soon.

3) Offer of free glasses. Although FoSJ currently rent their glasses for free from Waitrose, it was decided that this offer should be accepted and that members of FoSJ will, if possible, each store some. When the quantity and condition of the glasses has been assessed what they should be used for will be decided. Suggestions included; decorating (Health and safety implications?), filling with sweets for the Fathers’ day stall, selling for profit at a car boot sale.

4) Easyfundraising.org.uk When you shop online if you go through this website some of the profit from certain retailers (inc. Amazon and E-Bay) will be donated to a fundraising account. FoSJ is going to look into setting one of these up.
5) Next meeting Monday 7th March 8pm in school.

